
RESOLUTION REGARDING THE DEATH PENALTY

WHEREAS the death penalty is a barbaric practice which has no place in a civilized
society; and

WHEREAS other civilized countries of the world, including Canada and all of Western
Europe, have abolished the death penalty; and

WHEREAS the death penalty does not deter crime, but actually increases the level of
violence in our society; and

WHEREAS the death penalty has been shown to discriminate against low income
people because of inadequate legal representation; and

WHEREAS it has been shown that the death penalty is racist in application; and

WHEREAS the death penalty results in the execution of youth, the mentally retarded
and mentally ill; and

WHEREAS the death penalty has been shown to be applied in an arbitrary and
capricious manner; and

WHEREAS the death penalty has been shown to be fraught with prosecutorial
misconduct; and

WHEREAS the death penalty has been shown to cause innocent people to be executed;
and

WHEREAS efforts to speed up the appeals process could mean that innocent people will
be executed; and

WHEREAS the death penalty is significantly more expensive than life in prison; and

WHEREAS surveys have shown that the majority of the population prefers life in prison
with restitution to the families of victims as an alternative to the death penalty; and

WHEREAS the State of Texas is becoming known as the "Death Penalty Capital of the
Western World";

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that _______________________________________
supports efforts to  (1) provide competent and adequately paid legal assistance to low
income people on death row; (2) ensure that the rights of death row prisoners are not
abridged by speeding up the appeals process; (3) prevent application of the death penalty
to youth and to prisoners who are mentally ill or mentally retarded; (4) substitute life in
prison with restitution to the families of victims as an alternative to the death penalty.


